X-RAY PICTURES OF FRACTURED BONES

pain but might also make the break worse. If the ends
of the broken bone have slipped out of place and are
not put back just right, the arm or leg may be crooked
or less useful after it heals. The doctor may use X-ray
pictures to see what has happened and whether or not a
bone has been properly set. In a compound fracture the
ends of the bone have pushed through the skin. They
must be treated so as to keep bacteria from getting in
through the broken skin.
Most of the fractures boys and girls of your age have
occur during play or as a result of falls while they are
climbing. Good form, carefulness, and control of muscles
help prevent such accidents. For people of all ages taken
together, falls and motor-vehicle accidents are the chief
causes of fractured bones.
Inside the house falls and fractures may be caused by
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